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Let each one of you when that hour comes defend the citadel of
his honour with his last breath, for that is the meaning of swaraj.
The substitution of a brown for a white bureaucracy won't bring
us swaraj. Swaraj will come to us only when we have developed
the capacity to safeguard our honour. And if you make truth
and non-violence your shield then I tell you that whatever be the
end of this struggle you will come out of it with your honour un-
scathed. The Government may riddle you with bullets or turn
you out of your homes. You must be prepared for both. Only
remember what Vallabhbhai told you, that a soldier receives
bullets on his chest, not on his back.

As for being deprived of your hearth and home what fear can
you have so long as you have sound limbs with which to do labour.
It is after all not Government that gives you your daily bread
but He who watches over all creation. You have already achieved
much and if you can stand the last heat unflinchingly the world
will ring with fame of your deeds. But if you fail in the crucial
test your fall will be as great as your present success. Even so in
1922 you came within an ace of success but you could not maintain
that position and the result was that you sank back into the morass
till Vallabhbhai by his penance and sacrifice again raised you, to
the old heights. He has done his part. It now remains for you
to do yours.

The Bombay Chronicle, 7-8-1928

163.   LETTER TO MAJflBEHN PATEL
SWARAJ ASHRAM, BARDOLI,
Saturday, August 4, 1928
CHI.  MANI,
Swami1 is not here, but I read your letter to him. Do not
insist on coming here. It is the duty of a soldier to keep fit
and obey the commander willingly. We can improve our health
soon enough if we apply our mind to it.
Father, Mahadev and Swami have gone to Poona. They must
have started from there today. A wire was expected from
Poona, but it has not yet arrived. One cannot say yet whether
or not there will be a settlement. I feel that the Government is
not in a sufficiently strong position now to prolong the fight,
l Anindananda